[ BY ENOCH NO YES DENTIST, BALT. ] Messrs. Editors,?
On the receipt of the first number of your highly valuable and useful journal, I took the liberty of addressing to you a short communication, congratulating you, and the profession generally, on the appearance of a publication so much and so long needed. I gans V' Most assuredly, and besides, by the evaporation of the mercury, the size of the filling is so lessened that the secretions of the mouth are frequently admitted between it and the walls of the tooth, and which by beiiici: retained there, induce a more rapid decomposition of the surrounding bone, than they would if the filling were not there, for the oxidized particles of this substance which mixes with them, increases their corrosive properties ; at least this would seem to be the case, from the fact, that teeth, after being filled with this amalgam, often decay faster than they did before.
The answer to the last question supersedes those which might be given to the two or three following: I would observe, however, that the mercury may " find its way into the stomach" but cannot " act through its influence on the organ," (meaning the tooth that had been filled writh it. The gums, however, may be, for many have been salivated by having teeth stopped with it; but that may have been attributable to its having been aken up by the absorbents of the mouth. It might, however, be produced in either way. I do not presume that it is ever taken up by the absorbents of the teeth, though I would not like to hazard the assertion that it was not. paste," which he used for filling teeth, and from the wonderful virtues ascribed to it, by its advertisement fame, she was induced to call on him and have her tooth filled with this substance.
The result was, the mer-
